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following the Gunpowder Plot, a request that the impositions

might cease to be levied, on the ground that no such

chants peti-   duty could be legally demanded without the consent

Sseof     of Parliament.    A similar statement was made with

Common*       respect   to   a  ftgh   fluty   Qf   fa   $&   per   fo.l   laid   Oil

tobacco by James, who thus sought to express his feelings
with regard to what was, in his opinion, a most deleterious
drug.

A few days before Parliament met, m November, 1606,
the case was brought to an issue in the Court of Exchequer,
Bate's case anc^ James was able to declare that his action
ofExche-urt kad received the approval of the judges. By an
quer.           unanimous decision of the four Barons of the

Exchequer, Bate was called upon to pay the duty on the
currants which had been landed in his name; and the doctrine,
that the King was entitled by his sole prerogative to levy im-
positions upon the imports and exports, was declared to be in
accordance with the law of the land. The pleadings in the
case have not been handed down to us, and of the judgments
only two, those of Clarke and Fleming, have been preserved.
Their decision has been received by posterity with universal
disfavour. Lawyers and statesmen have been unanimous in
condemning it Those who have tried it by the technical
rules which prevail in the courts have pronounced it to have
violated those rules openly. Those who have examined it
from the point of view of political and constitutional expediency,
have unhesitatingly declared that it is based on principles which
would lead to the extinction of English liberty. In 1610 the
decision of the court was subjected to a long and sifting ex-
amination, and the superiority in argument was decidedly on
the side of those who took the popular view of the subject.

At the present day, it is happily an understood rule that
Relations members of the Government shall not use their per-
Tudleesnande sonal influence with the judges who are called on
the Crown, to decide a question in which the Government is
interested. In the reign of James I, the line between executive
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